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    Office Hours:  9:00 - 3:00 weekdays 

    Phone:  (219) 996-7161 

    E-mail:  hebumc@netnitco.net 

    Web site:  www.hebronumc.org 

 

    

 

 

 

 

PASTOR PONDERINGS 
 

The mission of the Hebron United Methodist Church is helping people discover the 
joy of Jesus Christ through biblical teaching, song, and serving others. That is a  
mission statement from 2010. Strong biblical teaching is easy to understand. Our  
music ministry is also easy to understand. But what does serving others really look 
like. I believe we do a tremendous job with the Country Pantry.  As we enter into this 
Thanksgiving, we are averaging approximately 160 families a month that you serve 
through the Country Pantry. You do that because you have determined that you 
want to be known as a church that serves others. 
 

By now, many of you have heard that First Church of Demotte is establishing a church 
in Hebron. They are renovating the old Patz grocery store and anticipate holding their 
first worship service there in the fall of 2020. They are doing this because they have a 
heart to reach people and share the gospel of Jesus Christ. They specifically are tar-
geting the unchurched people of Hebron who do not yet know of the saving grace of 
Jesus and they have reached out to us to see if we are willing to partner with them in 
this process. Let me be very clear--First Church is not our enemy. If we can work  
together to further the kingdom of God here in this Community, everybody wins. 
 

Let me also be clear - absolutely nothing has been decided. Your Administrative 
Board will meet with Pastor John Hill and his wife Kristen on December 9th at 7:00 pm 
to discuss how we can partner together with them to reach more souls for Jesus. 
What will that partnership look like. Initially, it is allowing First Church to use our  
facilities on Saturday from 3:00 pm to 9:00 pm beginning in February and lasting 
through the fall of 2020.  
                                      (continued on page 2) 
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  Pastor Ponderings    (continued from page 1) 

  Exactly what that request looks like is part of the conversation to be held on December 9th.  

  Beyond the fall of 2020, how do we work together to: (1) reach the unchurched, (2) reach the   

  youth of this community, (3) hold Vacation Bible School, the list is endless – but we have to start   

  somewhere. I know that you have a serving heart. Will this be another opportunity for us to  

  reach out to serve others? I invite you to be in prayer for your leadership team as we discuss this  

  opportunity to be of service. 

 

   In Christ’s Holy Name, 

   Pete 

 

 

 

 

 

   
  The Mission Banquet was a huge success!  A special thanks to Bonnie McConnell, Denny  

  Steinhilber, and Loretta Kosloske, who supplied helping hands to the Missions Committee in  

  preparation, serving, and cleanup for the delicious turkey carry-in dinner. 

 

  After some great entertainment supplied by the Praise Team, the program was presented by  

  Lida Williams, a long-time volunteer with Habitat for Humanity of Porter County.  Many  

  interesting facts on Habitat’s origin and past, current build activities, and partner family  

  selection and requirements were discussed, as well as a question and answer session with  

  special guest, Bernie Hohner, Habitat Building Director. 

 

  Thank you to everyone who contributed a total of $1,746 to the projects listed on the ballot.   

  Many people will benefit from your generosity.  We say, “Thanks for Caring.”   

   

  Results as follows: 
 

      Call-A-Ride - $384              Hebron Rebuilding Together - $244 

      Hebron Country Pantry - $349         Operation Classroom - $87 

      Habitat for Humanity of Porter County - $332    Housing Opportunities - $87 

      The Caring Place - $262 
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   The November General Meeting was held on Tuesday, November 19th with 15 members present. 
    
   We want to thank everyone that helped us at the Holly Lane Bazaar!  We couldn’t do it without  

    your help!  The Bazaar went great!   
 

   Melinda Roeske installed the Officers for 2020.     
 

   Hostesses were Dorothy Michalak, Betty Osby and Donna Steinhilber.  We enjoyed a delicious  

    lunch.  
 

   We wish everyone a Happy Thanksgiving and Merry Christmas to All! 

2019  GIVING REPORT 
          

Month 
Number of 

Sundays 
Amount Required to 

meet Expenses 
Tithes and Offer-

ings Received 
Difference 

January 4  $         13,583.60   $       14,961.00   $          1,377.40  

February 4  $         13,583.60   $       13,735.00   $              151.40  

March 5  $         16,979.50   $       19,381.00   $          2,401.50  

April 4  $         13,583.60   $       11,456.00   $        (2,127.60) 

May 4  $         13,583.60   $       10,517.25   $        (3,066.35) 

June 5  $         16,979.50   $       14,538.50   $        (2,441.00) 

July 4  $         13,583.60   $       15,505.00   $          1,921.40  

August 4  $         13,583.60   $       11,418.00   $        (2,165.60) 

September 5  $         16,979.50   $       13,359.30   $        (3,620.20) 

October 4  $         13,583.60   $       10,831.50   $        (2,752.10) 

November 4  $         13,583.60   $       17,569.00   $          3,985.40  

December 5      $                       -    

     

 Deficit for the year to date  $        (6,335.75) 
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Prayer Vigil 
 

On December 21st, Hebron UMC will hold a twelve-hour prayer vigil beginning from 7:00 am till 7:00 pm.  

December 21st is the longest night of the year. Beginning the next day, daylight will begin returning, more 

and more each day. In just a few days after that, we will be celebrating the birth of Christ Jesus, the baby 

born in the manger. And yet, for many, for those who have lost loved ones, this is not a joyous time. For 

those who have lost loved ones, this is a time for mourning, a time of feeling alienated and lonely, a time of 

feeling cast apart from other family celebrations. This is a time when depression and sadness are the feel-

ings most often expressed. And so, on the 21st, we will hold a prayer vigil and we will light candles. 

 

We will light a candle for grief, acknowledging that we own the pain of losing loved ones, of dreams that go 

unfulfilled, of hope that evaporates in despair. 

 

We will light one for courage. It symbolizes the courage to confront sorrow, to comfort each other, to share 

our feelings honestly and openly with each other, and to dare to hope in the midst of pain. 
 

We will light one for our memories, for the times we laughed together, cried together, were angry at each 

other or overjoyed with each other. We light this candle for the memories of caring and the joy we shared 

together. 
 

We light the fourth candle that represents our love that we have given, and the love we have received, the 

love that has gone unacknowledged and unfelt, and the love that has been shared in times of joy and  

sorrow. 
 

And we will light the Christ candle, remembering that Jesus Christ is always in the center of our lives. He 

hears our cries, he knows our hearts and, in the midst of all our thoughts and emotions, he offers us hope  

and healing. 

 

When we are finished with our time of prayer, please pray: Comforting God, wrap us in your presence in 

this time of remembrance. With these candles help us find your light, a light that will guide us day-to-day, 

step-by-step, as we try to live life fully and wholly. We cherish the special ways in which our loved ones 

have touched us. We thank you for the gift their lives have been to us. Now comfort us. Encourage us. Em-

power us.  

 

AMEN  
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Candlight Service 
 

Christmas Eve 
 

Tuesday, December 24 at 11:00 pm 

Children’s Christmas Program 
 

“Out Standing in Their Field” 
 

Sunday, December 22 at 9:45 am 

 

Christmas Caroling 
 

Wednesday, December 18 at 5:30 pm 

 

Hark! The caroling begins!  Join us in raising 

our voices as we sing carols to our shut-ins.  

We also will be stopping by Walgreens and 

Dollar General spreading our Christmas joy to 

our community.  We will meet at the church 

at 5:30 for carpooling and will come back to 

the church afterwards for cocoa and treats. 

 

Please join us! (and invite a friend) 
 

Christmas Cantata 
 

“While the World Slept”  
 

Sunday, December 15 at 9:45 am 
 

You don’t want to miss it —  

We have a special musical surprise! 

 

Cake and fellowship to follow 

     

Angel Tree 
    

   The Commission on Missions is again offering the congregation an opportunity  to share this  

   Christmas season by sponsoring an Angel Tree.   
 

   The tree is located in Fellowship Hall and is decorated with gift tags for residents of The Willows  

   Nursing Home in Valparaiso or for children in the Hebron Community.   
 

   All gifts may be wrapped or placed in gift bags.  Please attach the tag to the gift.  The due date is   

   listed on each tag. 
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Hebron United Methodist Church annual financial obligations 

(November, 2018 to November, 2019) 

Facilities 
Church      Office     Parsonage 

NIPSCO   $6622.56    $2102.44    $2532.00 

Waste pickup $1774.16    (shared with church) 

Water  $1237.18    $1001.71    $1079.81 

Maintenance* $2653.34*    $11, 210.00*    $1595.52* 

Lawn/snow $3300.38    (shared with church) 

Phone/internet $2875.77    (shared with church) (+cable/tv) $2744.20 

Totals  $4076.15    $14,314.15    $7951.53  

 

(* Endowment provides $6000 for trustee projects/maintenance annually.  This year an additional $10, 000 was given for 

the office repairs that needed to be done for the HVAC and roof issues. At this time $541.14 remains.) 

 

Properties insurance $4324.00 (paid by Endowment)  

 

Operational costs 
Church        Office  

Copywrite permission  $371.00  Website provider   $159.00 

Tuning instruments $432.51  VANCO (online donations)  $253.06 

Church Supplies  $329.03  Payroll development   $180.00 

Worship Supplies $680.76  Online banking/safety deposit  $179.23 

Technology               $1045.26  Postage     $384.05 

Children’s curriculum    $  994.66  Office Supplies    $672.40    

Adult curriculum            $1393.14  Copy machine lease   1866.69 

Choir supplies               $ 341.48 

Totals               $5587.84                   $3694.43 

 

Personnel  
Pastor salary  $44,130.60  Organist/secretarial/custodial/choir director $38470.36 

Pastor pension  $   9291.06  Staff compensation insurance   $    795.00 

Pastor medical  $15,262.00 

Travel & prof expenses $   6585.50 

Totals                $75,269.16        $39265.36 

 

Conference obligations 
Tithe to conference (10%) $16,757.87 

Tithe to district (1%)  $   1675.79 

Total    $18,433.66 

 

Other expenses for  advertising, camp scholarships,  confirmation and gifts, Easter egg hunt, annual conference (for lay 

representation), and guest speakers totals to  $2601.99 
 

Grand total of above $175,518.27 

Given the endowment paid $24,324.00 the church has spent 155,194.27 toward the operating budget.  
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2019 Hebron United Methodist Church designated giving to missions to date 

 
 

 

*Conference Advance includes special collections for: Peace with Justice Sunday, UMCOR, Bishop’s Christmas Offering  for 

Children, and Heifer Project 

 

++ Navajo Mission supported by Sunday School classes. 

 

Both the Memorials Commission and the Country Pantry have their own checkbooks and accounts, since their income comes from 

community resources as well as the congregation.   

 

Also Mission commission has their own account, so mission breakfasts and other donations for Henderson Settlement are not re-

flected above. 

 

 
 

Analysis: 
 

Our total giving through October 0f 2018 vs Oct 2019 is up over $14,000; however it still falls far short of the total dollars needed 

to cover all expenses. The balance is made up from interest earned from investments in the endowment fund. As long as the  

economy stays healthy, we will be able to cover the shortfall. However there is no guarantee that those earnings will continue.  

 

In the next issue of the Chimes, we will provide a deeper analysis of our 2019 total expenses versus total income so that you will 

have a complete picture of the financial health of the Hebron United Methodist Church and determine how you may take a step up 

in your financial giving in order to allow the church to continue to do the things you are asking the church to do. 

 

Blessings to all of you and thank you for your faithfulness. 

Mission Designated offerings Missions banquet Endowment Total given from church 

Call - a -ride $1074.88 $384.00 $  294.00 $1752.88 

Caring Place   $262.00 $  233.00 $  495.00 

ChicKen project $  848.00     $  848.00 

Conference advance* $  359.80     $  359.80 

Country Pantry $3437.13 $349.00 $  502.00 $4288.13 

Good Samaritan $1268.00   $2210.55 $3478.55 

Habitat for Humanity   $332.00 $    90.00 $  422.00 

Hebron Rebuilding $  272.88 $244.00 $  341.00 $  857.88 

Henderson Settlement $  193.00     $  193.00 

Housing Opportunities   $  87.00 $    92.00 $  179.00 

Missionary support $   765.00     $  765.00 

Navajo Mission ++ $  464.90     $  464.90 

Operation Classroom   $  87.00 $  161.00 $  248.00 

VNA hospice $  150.60     $  150.60 

Total donations paid out $8834.19 $1745.00 $3923.55 $14,502.74 
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Food Pantry Schedule  

 

    Monday, December 2  

    Thursday, December 12   

    Monday, December 16  (hams) 

    Thursday, December 19 (hams) 
      

    9:00-10:00 am 

    6:00-7:00 pm    
      

 

 

Food Pantry  

Wish List        
 

 

Laundry soap 

Canned Soup 

Toilet paper 

Breakfast Cereal 

Juices (not cranberry) 

Toothpaste 

Shampoo 

Peanut Butter 

Pasta/Noodles 

Spaghetti sauce 

Canned Ravioli/spaghetti 

Cleaning products 

We are in always need of volunteers.  

Call Joyce Steinhilber at 996-6343. 

District Information 
 

North District  219-575-6235 
north.district@inumc.org   

 

District Superintendent     Larry Whitehead 
larry.whitehead@inumc.org 

 
The United Methodist Church web site is 

www.umc.org 

Our Military Members 

Jake Burns 

Currently deployed in San Diego 

Email:  jake.burns.9026@facebook.com 

Bryce Slegers 

United States Marines  

  

  Poinsettias 
 

   You may still order   

   poinsettias – red or  

   white for $10 each. 

 
The deadline to place your order is  

Monday, December 9th 

 

  If you wish to place an order, please send  

  an e-mail to hebumc@netnitco.net or call   

  the office at 996-7161 and specify how   

  many and what color(s) you would like. 

 

Upcoming Sermons 

 
December 1 

“The Insomniac Christian” (Matthew 24:36-44)  

 
December 8 

“The Reign of God Starts Here and Now” (Matthew 3:1-12) 

 
December 15 

“Advent, Christmas, Church, Dignity” (Matthew 11:2-11) 

 
December 22 

“Judgement vs Compassion” (Matthew 1:18-25) 

 

mailto:north.district@inumc.org
http://www.umc.org/
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Ushers 

  1   Kelly & Dana Darman 

  8   Denny Steinhilber 

15  Jerry Fieser & Sue Spurr 

22   Denny & Joyce Steinhilber 

29   LeAnn Hetrick 

Children’s Message   

  1    Ruth Babiak 

  8   Joyce Steinhilber 

15   Cantata 

22   Pastor Pete 

29   Rhonda Walker 

Liturgists   

  1    LeAnn Hetrick 

  8    Doug Kosloske 

15     Cantata 

22   John Slegers 

29   Denny Steinhilber 

Greeters   

  1   Mike Siwy 

  8   Connie Clinton 

15   Gene & Barb Rust 

22   Sue Spurr 

29   Connie Clinton 

Tellers   

  1   Diana Margis 

  8   Doug Kosloske 

15  Pat Marshall 

22  Delores Miller 

29  Doug Kosloske 

Nursery  

  1   Veronica Siwy 

  8   Sheri Doffin 

15   Alex Clinton 

22   Connie Clinton 

29   Pat Marshall 

        

    BIRTHDAYS  
 

  3    Dave Walker 

  5    Joyce Steinhilber 

16   Jonathan Bell 

20    Jerry Fieser 

25    George Dilley 

26    Ann Hallberg 

29   Ruth Babiak 

30   Loretta Kosloske 

 

   ANNIVERSARIES 

  5  Jim & Mary Ann Max 

21  Gordon & Melinda Roeske 

27  Michel & Jacie Nikolich 

29  Dennis & Janet Jones 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
 

Advent Begins  
 

Sunday School 
8:45 am 

  

Worship Service 
9:45 am 

2 

 
Bible Study at 

Donna Ingram’s 
10:00 am 

 
Food Pantry 
 9:00-10:00 am   
 6:00-7:00 pm 

 

3 

UMW Work 

Day  9:30 am 
 

Praise Team  
6:15 pm 

 

Choir Practice 
7:00 pm 

 

Handbell Choir 
Practice 8:00 

4 
 

 

5 
 

 
Office Closing 

at noon 

6 
 
 
 

Emmaus  
Gathering 
6:00 pm 

 
 

7 
 
 

 
 

 
 

8 
 

Sunday School 
8:45 am 

  

Worship Service 
9:45 am 

 

John Slegers’ 
Group  6:00 pm 

9    
 

Bible Study at 
Donna Ingram’s 

10:00 am 
 

Ad Council 

Meeting 

7:00 pm 

10    UMW  
Work Day 

9:30 am 
 

Praise Team  
6:15 pm 

 

Choir Practice 
7:00 pm  

 

Endowment 
Committee 

7:00 pm 

11 
  
 

12 
 

 
Food Pantry 

 9:00-10:00 am   
 6:00-7:00 pm 

 
 

13 
 

 

 

 

 

 

14 
 

 

15 

    
   Sunday School 

8:45 am 
 

Worship Service 
(Cantata) 
9:45 am 

 

(Noisy Offering) 

16 
 

Food Pantry 
 9:00-10:00 am   
 6:00-7:00 pm 

   
Bible Study at 
Donna Ingram’s 

10:00 am 
 

17 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

UMW  

Christmas Feast 

11:30 am 

 

 

18 

 
Missions 

Committee  
6:00 pm 

 

Christmas 
Caroling 
5:30 pm 

19 

 
 

Food Pantry 
 9:00-10:00 am   
 6:00-7:00 pm 

 

20 
 

 
 

21 

 

The Longest 
Night  

Prayer Vigil 
 

7:00 am thru 
7:00 pm 

 

22 
   Sunday School 

8:45 am 
 

Worship Service 

(Children’s  

Program) 

9:45 am 
 

John Slegers’ 
Group  6:00 pm 

23 

 
 

 
Bible Study at 

Donna Ingram’s 
10:00 am 

24 
 
 

 

Christmas Eve 

Service 

11:00 pm 

 
OFFICE 

CLOSED 

25 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS 

 
OFFICE 

CLOSED 

26 
 

 
 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

27 
 

 

28 
 

 

29 
 
  Sunday School 

8:45 am 
 

Worship Service 
9:45 am 

30 

 

 

31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 


