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    Office Hours:  9:00 - 3:00 weekdays 

    Phone:  (219) 996-7161 

    E-mail:  hebumc@netnitco.net 

    Web site:  www.hebronumc.org 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
                              
+                                                                                                                  
 

                                                       Pastor Wayne’s World 
 

Christmas Tree Story 

 
I would like to share with you my favorite Christmas story, it is titled “The Three 

Trees” and its author is unknown. 

 

Once there were three trees on a hill in the woods. They were discussing their hopes 

and dreams when the first tree said, "Someday I hope to be a treasure chest. I could be 

filled with gold, silver and precious gems. I could be decorated with intricate carving, 

and everyone would see the beauty." 

 

Then the second tree said, "Someday I will be a mighty ship. I will take kings and 

queens across the waters and sail to the corners of the world. Everyone will feel safe in 

me because of the strength of my hull." 

 

Finally, the third tree said, "I want to grow to be the tallest and straightest tree in the 

forest. People will see me on top of the hill and look up to my branches and think of the 

heavens and God and how close to them I am reaching. I will be the greatest tree of all 

time and people will always remember me." 

 

After a few years of praying that their dreams would come true, a group of woodsmen 

came upon the trees. When one came to the first tree he said, "This looks like a strong 

tree, I think I should be able to sell the wood to a carpenter, “and he began cutting it 

down. The tree was happy, because he knew that the carpenter would make him into a 

treasure chest. 

 

At the second tree the woodsman said, "This looks like a strong tree, I should be able to 

sell it to the shipyard." The second tree was happy because he knew he was on his way 

to becoming a mighty ship. 

                                   (continued on page 2) 
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  Pastor Wayne’s World   (continued from page 1)    

 

  When the woodsmen came upon the third tree, the tree was frightened because he knew that if they cut him  

  down, his dreams would not come true. One of the woodsmen said, "I don't need anything special from my  

  tree, I'll take this one," and he cut it down. 

 
  When the first tree arrived at the carpenters, he was made into a feed box for animals. He was then placed in   

  a barn and filled with hay. 

 
  This was not at all what he had prayed for. The second tree was cut and made into a small fishing boat. His  

  dreams of being a mighty ship and carrying kings had come to an end. The third tree was cut into large  

  pieces and left alone in the dark. The years went by, and the trees forgot about their dreams. 

 
  Then one day, a man and woman came to the barn. She gave birth and they placed the baby in the hay in the  

  feed box that was made from the first tree. The man wished that he could have made a crib for the baby, but  

  this manger would have to do. The tree could feel the importance of this event and knew that it had held the  

  greatest treasure of all time. 

 
  Years later, a group of men got in the fishing boat made from the second tree. One of them was tired and  

  went to sleep. While they were out on the water, a great storm arose and the tree didn't think it was strong  

  enough to keep the men safe. The men woke the sleeping man, and He stood and said "Peace" and the storm  

  stopped. At this time, the tree knew that it had carried the King of Kings in its boat. 

 
  Finally, someone came and got the third tree. It was carried through the streets as the people mocked the  

  man who was carrying it. When they came to a stop, the man was nailed to the tree and raised in the air to  

  die at the top of a hill. When Sunday came, the tree came to realize that it was strong enough to stand at the   

  top of the hill and be as close to God as was possible, because Jesus had been crucified on it. 

 
  The moral of this story is that when things don't seem to be going your way, always know that God has a  

  plan for you. If you place your trust in Him, He will give you great gifts. Each of the trees got what they  

  wanted, just not in the way they had imagined. We don't always know what God's plans are for us. We just  

  know that His ways are not our ways, but His ways are always best. 

 
  May your day be blessed. And until we meet again, may God cradle you in the palm of His hand. 

 
  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from all of us here at the parsonage!  Know that you are loved and  

  prayed for by us, each and every day! 

 
  Pastor Wayne, Karen, Kristen, Nick, Meredith and Ryan 
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  The General Meeting was held Tuesday, November 18th with 10 members present.  We were  

  busy working on our budget for 2026.   
 

  Our “Holly Lane Bazaar” was great!  We want to thank everyone that helped us!  We appreciate  

  your help!  We have some beautiful rugs, baby quilts, place mats and relish for sale.  You may  

  call Ruth Babiak for an appointment to buy these.  Her cell number is 219-242-4843. 
 

  We are busy making plans for our “Christmas Feast.”  It will be Tuesday, December 9th.   
 

  The tables were lovely in an Autumn/Thanksgiving theme.  We enjoyed a delicious lunch.   

  Hostesses for November were Holly, Barb, Ruth, and Sandi. 
 

  Merry Christmas to everyone! 

 Hebron Country Pantry 
 

Please keep the pantry in mind as we approach the busy holiday season. Products we will need: 
 

   Hams             Canned soups 

   Canned sweet potatoes       Breakfast cereal 

   Evaporated milk          Cake mixes 

   Boxed scalloped potatoes      Frosting 

   Canned cranberry sauce 
 

We appreciate your support during this challenging time. 

 

 

Christmas Brunch 

  

Sunday, December 21   -   following the Cantata 
 

We will be having a carry-in brunch after the Cantata.   

There will be a sign-up sheet for breakfast casseroles and other items to bring. 
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Chancel Choir Cantata 

 

“Breath of Heaven” 
 

Sunday, December 21 at 9:45 am 

 

Children’s Christmas Program 
 

“The Wonder of Christmas” 
 

Sunday, December 7 at 9:45 am 

 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
 

Wednesday, December 24 at 11:00 pm 

  

  Poinsettias 
 

    We are currently taking orders for  

    poinsettias – for $11.00 each. 

 

 

       The deadline to place your order is  

       Monday, December 1st at 9:00 am 

 

 

    If you wish to place an order, please send an e-mail to  

    hebumc@netnitco.net or call the office at 996-7161 and specify how  

    many and what color (red / white) you would like. 
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Join us as the children of Hebron  

United Methodist Church celebrate  

“The Wonder of Christmas."  

The program will be held during the church 

service on Sunday, December 7.  

There will be a reception with cake  

after the service. 

We hope to see you there!  

 

Lay Servant Academy 

Important Dates 

 

 Introduction to Lay Ministry (The Basic Course) 

Instructor - Pastor Tom Clark 

 Zoom class on Thursdays  1/8, 1/15, 1/22, and 1/29       6:00-8:30 pm 

 

Hebron Spring '26 Lay Servant Academy on Sundays - 2/22, 3/1, 3/8, and 3/15 from 2-5 pm 
 

* Introduction to Lay Ministry (The Basic Course) 

* Devotional Life in the Wesleyan Tradition 

* Aging and Ministry in the 21st Century 

* Lay Servants as Christian Transformational Leaders 

* Living Our United Methodist Beliefs 
 

    LSA Registration Link:  

   https://www.inumc.org/resources/discipleship-ministries/upcoming-lay-servant-academy-dates/ 

  

 

Important Dates for Sunday School 
 

Dec 7     Kids’ Christmas Program  

(No Sunday School– Kids will be preparing for the program during that time) 

 

Dec 28     No Sunday School 

https://www.inumc.org/resources/discipleship-ministries/upcoming-lay-servant-academy-dates/
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                                    Food Pantry Schedule  

      

             Tuesday, Dec 2   9:00-10:00 am    

  Thursday, Dec 4   9:00-10:00 am/6:30 pm       

     Tuesday, Dec 9   9:00-10:00 am  

  Thursday, Dec 11  9:00-10:00 am 

     Tuesday, Dec 16  9:00-10:00 am 

     Thursday, Dec 18     9:00-10:00 am/6:30 pm   

     Tuesday, Dec 23  9:00-10:00 am 

     Thursday, Dec 25  Closed for Christmas 

     Tuesday, Dec 30         9:00-10:00 am 
 

 

      

 

Food Pantry  

Wish List        

 

Canned Soup 

Breakfast Cereal 

Peanut Butter 

Pasta & Sauce 

Tuna 

Noodles 

Canned Ravioli 

Canned Spaghetti 

Flour 

Sugar 

Pancake  Syrup 

We are always in need of volunteers.   

Call Joyce Steinhilber at 219-628-2890. 

District Information 
 

Northern Lakes District  219-575-6234 
north.district@inumc.org.   

 

District Superintendent     Marti Lundy  
marti.lundy@inumc.org 

 
The United Methodist Church web site is 

www.umc.org 

Our Military Members 

Jake Burns 

Currently deployed in San Diego 

Email:  jake.burns.9026@facebook.com 

 

Upcoming Sermons  

 

December 7 

“Waiting Well: Not All Actions Are Created Equal” (Matthew 3:1-12) 
 

December 14 

“Waiting Well: That’s OK, I’ll Wait” (Matthew 11:2-11) 

 

December 21 

“Waiting Well: Don’t Drop the Baby” (Matthew 1:18-25) 
 

December 24 

“Waiting Well: The Gift of Fragility” (Luke 2:1-14) 
 

December 28 

“The Great Escape” (Matthew 2:13-23) 

mailto:north.district@inumc.org
http://www.umc.org/
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Liturgists 

  7   Doug Kosloske 
14   Rhonda Walker 
21   Barb Steffel 
28   Doug Kosloske 

Greeters  

  7    
14   M/S & H/S Sunday School Class 
21    
28    

Ushers  

  7    
14   M/S & H/S Sunday School Class 
21    
28    

Acolytes 

  7    
14   Harper Hetrick 
21   Ella & Avrie Finley 
28 

Nursery 

  7    
14    
21    
28   Connie Clinton  

    BIRTHDAYS  

  3    Dave Walker 

  5    Joyce Steinhilber 

16    Jaxon Deckard 

16   Jonathan Bell 

20   Jerry Fieser 

26    Ann Hallberg 

29   Ruth Babiak 

30   Loretta Kosloske 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 
1 
 
 
 

 

2 
 
 
 

Food Pantry 

 9:00-10:00 am 

 
 

 

3 
 
 

 

 
 

 

4 
     

    Food Pantry 

 9:00-10:00 am 

6:30-7:30 pm 
 

 

Choir Practice 

7:00 pm 

5 
 
 

 
 

 

6 
 

 
 

 

7 
 

 

 

 

Children’s  

Program 

 
Worship Service 

9:45 am 
 

 

8 
 

Breakfast with 

Pastor Wayne 

7:30 am 

(at The Country 

Kitchen Pancake 

House) 
 

Handbells   

3:30 pm 

9 
 

Food Pantry 

 9:00-10:00 am 

 

UWF  

Christmas  

Feast 

Noon 

10 

 
 

 

11 

     
    Food Pantry 

 9:00-10:00 am 

 

Choir Practice 

7:00 pm 

 

12 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

13 
 

 
 

14 
 

 

 

Sunday School 

9:00 am  
 

Worship Service 

9:45 am 

 

 

15 

 

Finance Meeting 

6:30 pm 
 

Ad Council  

Meeting 

7:00 pm 
 

 

16 
 

 
Food Pantry 

 9:00-10:00 am 

 

17 

 
 

Staff-Parish 

Committee  

Meeting 

6:30 pm 

 
 

 

18 
 

  

    Food Pantry 

 9:00-10:00 am 

6:30-7:30 pm 

 
Choir Practice 

7:00 pm 

19 

 

 

20 

 

 

21 
Cantata 

 

Sunday School 

9:00 am  
 

Worship Service 

9:45 am 
 

(Noisy Offering) 
 

Brunch  - 10:45  

22 
 

 

 
Handbells   

3:30 pm 

 

 

 

23 

 
Food Pantry 

 9:00-10:00 am 

 
 

24 

 
Christmas Eve 

Candlelight 

Service 

11:00 pm 
 
 

Office Closed 

 

25 
 

 
Christmas 

Day 

 
Office Closed 

    

26 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Office Closed 

27 

 
 

 

28 
 

 

NO 

Sunday School 

 
Worship Service 

9:45 am 
 

29 
 

 
 

 

30 
 
 
 

Food Pantry 

 9:00-10:00 am 

 
 
 

31 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 


