disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.

The Mission of Hebron UMC is to make
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Pastor Wayne's World )

1 Corinthians 13, usually read at weddings, is known as the "Love Chapter" and is my
favorite chapter in the Bible. It has brought on more prominent importance to me
since the Christian singing group For King and Country released the song "The Proof of
Your Love,” which is based on this chapter. Near the end of the song, the lead singer
quotes from The Message, verses 1-7 of Chapter 13.

"If | speak with human eloquence and angelic ecstasy but don’t love, I’'m nothing but
the creaking of a rusty gate.

If | speak God’s Word with power, revealing all his mysteries and making everything
plain as day, and if | have faith that says to a mountain, “Jump,” and it jumps, but |
don’t love, I’'m nothing.

If | give everything | own to the poor and even go to the stake to be burned as a
martyr, but | don’t love, I've gotten nowhere. So, no matter what | say, what | believe,
and what | do, I'm bankrupt without love."

You see, without love we can't really fulfill the Great Commission found in
Matthew 28:16-20.

"Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told
them to go. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. Then Jesus
came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything |
have commanded you. And surely | am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

(continued on page 2)

Office Hours: 9:00 - 3:00 weekdays
Phone: (219) 996-7161

E-mail: hebumc@netnitco.net
Web site: www.hebronumc.org
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Pastor Wayne’s World (continued from page 1)

Go, make disciples of ALL nations. Not some nations, not some of the people, not certain ones-- but all.
In order for us to heed Christ’s command to disciple everyone, we first have to follow the two greatest
commandments that Jesus taught us. These are found in Mark 12:30-31.

"Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your
strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.” There is no commandment greater than
these.”

We are to love God first, and then love others--without reservations, without condition. We are to love
everyone with everything we have to offer. We can’t love just those who are in our comfort zone; we are
also commanded to love those who are dirty or smelly, have different values and beliefs, or don’t look like
us. We are all created by God, and God loves us without conditions or restrictions. Can we extend that
unconditional love to others?

So what is unconditional love? Let’s check out Matthew 5:43-48.

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.” But | tell you, love your
enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He
causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. If
you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? And
if you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that?
Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect."

Pray for our enemies? Love our enemies? Yes, that is what Jesus tells us to do, to love ALL. In order to
truly make disciples, we have to love people. People come into a loving relationship with Jesus Christ only
through a loving relationship with another human being. You see, people will only follow Christ if they see
the change in our lives. People come to church based on relationships. According to many of the studies
out there on church and church attendance, people attend church not because of the building, the preach-
ing, the music, or the programs, but because of relationships! People attend church because someone
loved them so much that they invited them to share in this awesome relationship that they have with
Christ!

| start every day with the same recitation, "So, no matter what | say, what | believe, and what | do, I'm
bankrupt without love.” In this new year, let us resolve to love ALL and to make disciples of ALL. With
that in our minds and hearts, we can continue to be true followers of Jesus Christ.

Happy New Year!

Peace and Blessings!

Pastor Wayne
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Lay Servant Academy

Interested in taking the Introduction to Lay Ministry class,
but you'd rather do it online? Sign up by midnight on January 1st!

The Introduction to Lay Ministry (Basic) course will encourage participants to discover and
employ personal spiritual gifts as God intended and to consider the importance of exercising
servant leadership, developing future leaders, remaining rooted in consistent spiritual
practices, and being part of a group that holds members accountable in their discipleship.
Classes will take place on 1/8, 1/15, 1/22, and 1/29 from 6-8:30 pm via Zoom
with course instructor Pastor Tom Clark (Salem/Cedar Lake UMCs). Cost is $15.

Registration Link: https://www.inumc.swoogo.com/LSMBasicJan26
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United
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On December 9th, we had our annual “Christmas Feast.” It was a very special day. Many
guests and members enjoyed a delicious meal!

Our Special Guests were Pastor Pete and Lora. It was nice to see them.

All the members brought in their “Red Sock.” We donate all the money for Christmas gifts
to our “shut in” people.

We wish everyone a “Happy New Year.”
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Food Pantry Schedule
Thursday, Jan 1 Closed for Holiday
Tuesday, Jan 6 9:00-10:00 am
Thursday, Jan 8 9:00-10:00 am
Tuesday, Jan 13 9:00-10:00 am
Thursday, Jan 15 9:00-10:00 am/6:30 pm
Tuesday, Jan 20 9:00-10:00 am
Thursday, Jan 22 9:00-10:00 am
Tuesday, Jan 27 9:00-10:00 am
Thursday, Jan 29 9:00-10:00 am
We are always in need of volunteers. - 'f
Call Joyce Steinhilber at 219-628-2890. &

Food Pantry
Wish List

CANNED SOUP
BREAKFAST CEREAL
PEANUT BUTTER
PASTA & SAUCE
TUNA
NOODLES
CANNED RAVIOLI
CANNED SPAGHETTI
FLOUR
SUGAR
PANCAKE SYRUP

Upcoming Sermons

January 4

“Gifts That Keep on Giving: The Gift of Unexpected Gifts” (Matthew 2:1-12)

January 11

“Gifts That Keep on Giving: The Gift of Committed Community” (Matthew 3:13-17)

January 18

“Gifts That Keep on Giving: The Gift of Unbridled Curiosity” (John 1:29-42)

January 25

“Gifts That Keep on Giving: The Gift of Bold Action” (Matthew 4:12-23)

District InNformation

Northern Lakes District 219-575-6234
north.district@inumc.org.

District Superintendent

Marti Lundy

marti.Jundy@inumc.org

The United Methodist Church web site is
WWW.UMC.Org
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Our Military Members

Jake Burns
Currently deployed in San Diego
Email: jake.burns.9026@facebook.com
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10
17
18
19
21
23
31

BIRTHDAYS

Tammy Scholl
Karen Williams
Ava Lerand
Joyce Huettner
Sandi Haggerty
Jill Bell

Emma Siwy
Paul Grochowski
Hadley Finley
Linda Fickle

LeAnn Hetrick

ANNIVERSARIES

27 David & Pat Marshall
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Liturgists

Nursery

4 Barb Steffel 4
11 Barb Steffel 11
18 18 Connie Clinton

25

25 Connie Clinton

Greeters
4
11
18 Connie Clinton
25
Ushers
4
11 Connie Clinton
18
25
Acolytes
4
11 Harper Hetrick
18
25
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3
VEAR!
o
Office Closed
5 6 7 8 9 10
Breakfast with
Pastor Wayne
Sund.ay School 7:30 am
9:00 am (at The Country Food Pantry Food Pantry
. . Kitchen Pancake | 9:00-10:00 am 9:00-10:00 am
Worship Service House)
9:45 am
Education Team
Meeting
5:30 pm
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Sunday School
9:00 am Handl?ell Food Pantry Food Pantry
Practice 9:00-10:00 am 9:00-10:00 am
Worship Service 3:30 pm ' ' 6:30-7:30 pm
9:45 am
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Sunday School
9:00 am Food Pantry Food Pantry
Worship Service LIE 9:00-10:00 am 9:00-10:00 am
9:45 am N
(Noisy Offering) Office Closed
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Sunday School
9:00 am Handbell Food Pantry Food Pantry
Practice 9:00-10:00 am 9:00-10:00 am
Worship Service 3:30 pm
9:45 am
January 2026
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